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College- and Career-Ready Standards Addressed: RL.6.4, RI.6.4, R.10 
• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 

connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings. 

• Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Objective: Students will use graphic organizers to learn the meaning of unfamiliar 
words. 

 

Materials 

• One short text at the appropriate instructional level.  
• Whiteboard, overhead projector, or some type of visual for the class to view during instruction. 
• Pencil. 
• Paper or notebook. 
• Frayer Model Sheet (see below).  

Suggested Schedule and Group Size 

Schedule: Daily, no more than five minutes to 10 minutes per session. 

Recommended group size: Small group.   

Note: The following script is intended as a model.  

Activity 

Intervention Principle 
Use precise, explicit 
language to introduce the 
lesson.  

Sample Script and Procedures 
When we read, we encounter many unfamiliar words that we need 
to learn in order to understand the text. We need strategies to help 
us learn the meanings of new words.  

Today, we are going to learn to generate examples and 
nonexamples using a graphic organizer to help us understand the 
meaning of new words. 

During our lesson today, we will learn how to use a graphic 
organizer to show examples and nonexamples. We will practice 
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generating examples and nonexamples of a key word from today’s 
text. Generating examples and nonexamples is a useful strategy 
because it can help clarify the meaning of words.  

Why is generating examples and nonexamples a helpful strategy? 
(It helps to clarify the meaning of the word and to develop a deep 
understanding of the word or concept.) 

Provide explicit modeling to 
demonstrate a new 
procedure.  

Introduce the Frayer Model (Frayer, Frederick, & Klausmeier, 1969) 
Sheet to serve as a guide for the students to use while they generate 
examples and nonexamples of words from the text. Review the 
organization of the graphic organizer and help students to generate 
examples and nonexamples related to a familiar topic.  

The Frayer Model is a graphic organizer in which a key word is 
placed in a center circle and different descriptions of the word are 
placed in four boxes surrounding the circle.  

This example is on the topic of amphibians. Point. We put the 
definition of “amphibian” in the box at the top left. We provide the 
characteristics of the key word in the box at the top right. We 
provide examples of amphibians in the box at the bottom left and 
nonexamples in the box at the bottom right. 

Provide opportunities for 
teacher-led and paired 
practice to learn new 
procedures.  

Group the students in pairs.  

As a class, let’s all read the categories in the Frayer Model. After 
we read the categories, let’s brainstorm characteristics of 
amphibians.  

Introduce tasks in smaller 
steps compared with less 
intensive levels of 
instruction.  

What is the first category? (Definition.)  
 
Yes, definition. Let’s read the definition together: An amphibian is 
“an animal that lays eggs in the water but can live on land or 
water.”  

Monitor and provide 
feedback as students 
practice. 

What is the second category? (Characteristics.) That’s right, 
characteristics.  

What is the third category? (Examples.) That’s right, examples. 

What is the fourth category? (Nonexamples.) You’re right, 
nonexamples.  

Let’s fill in the Characteristics category. One example 
characteristic is that amphibians need to keep their skin wet. I’ll 
write, “Need to keep skin wet” in the Characteristics box. Model 
writing the response in the box. You should write that, too. Pause to 
allow students to write. 

Now work with your partner to come up with more characteristics 
of amphibians. 

Allow students time to discuss the characteristics of amphibians. If this 
is a new word for them, you may need to provide additional examples. 
While students brainstorm, monitor their discussions. Provide students 
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with corrective feedback if they do not define the characteristics of 
amphibians correctly.  

After partners are finished, ask pairs to share the characteristics. If 
students make errors while reading the words aloud, provide 
immediate and corrective feedback. 

Now let’s think about examples and nonexamples of amphibians. 
One example of an amphibian is a frog. We’ll write “frog” in the 
box labeled “Examples.”  

What is a nonexample of an amphibian? The challenge is to come 
up with nonexamples that are related to the word, but that are not 
examples of the word. A nonexample of an amphibian would be a 
snake. A snake is an animal, but it is a reptile, not an amphibian.  

Work with your partner to add as many example and nonexamples 
that you can.  

Provide students time to complete the sample Frayer Model. Allow 
time to share responses. Encourage participation by reinforcing 
responses and recognizing active engagement. 

Distribute an appropriate instructional level text to the students.  

Now we are going to fill in our own Frayer Model using a word 
from this text. I will begin by reading the title of our text. Partners 
check to make sure that your partner is in the correct spot to 
follow along. Then we’ll read the first paragraph together. Let’s 
begin. 

Ask students to brainstorm words related to the topic of the text that fit 
in the Frayer Model categories. Depending on the length and 
complexity of the text, it may be necessary to read more of the text to 
allow for deeper understanding of possible words to include. Write 
appropriate student responses on the board or overhead projector. Ask 
questions to prompt students to say key words or concepts from the 
text.  

We will use the blank Frayer Model Sheet to generate examples 
and nonexamples of a key word or concept. With your partner, 
write a topic, word, or concept from the text in the middle circle. 
Brainstorm possible definitions of the word and the characteristics 
of the word. Then generate examples and nonexamples of the 
word. 

Allow the students an opportunity to work independently while 
providing supportive practice. Allow the students adequate time to 
enter words in the Frayer Model. Debrief responses as students finish.  

It is important to remember that good readers don’t always know 
the meaning of every word or concept they read about in text. 
Using the Frayer Model to organize words and concepts can help 
you learn new words and better understand what you read. 
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Error Correction 
Provide immediate and 
explicit error correction.  

Provide students with corrective feedback if they do not identify an 
appropriate word related to the category being discussed. Model a 
correct response and explain why it is correct. Have the students 
practice the correct response.  



Frayer Model 

Adapted with permission from the Meadows Center for Preventing Educational Risk. Denton, C. A., 
Bryan, D., Wexler, J., Reed, D., & Vaughn, S. (2007). Effective instruction for middle school students 
with reading difficulties: The reading teacher’s sourcebook (p. 349). Austin, TX: Meadows Center. 
Retrieved from http://www.meadowscenter.org/files/resources/_RTS_Complete.pdf

This handout should may serve as a guide for students while generating examples and 
nonexamples of unfamiliar words. Use this handout to organize examples and nonexamples of 
key concept words from the text. Place a key word in the center circle and different descriptions 
of the word in the four boxes surrounding the circle.   

Sample 
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Frayer Model 

Use this handout to organize examples and nonexamples of key concept words from the text. 
Place a key word in the center circle and different descriptions of the word in the four boxes 
surrounding the circle.   
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